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Bringing "unerals Back Home



Disclosures




Final Fassages

|nstitute for (_onscious Dying,
Home Funcral & (qreen Burial I” ducation

. Startcd in 1995, Final Fassagcs is the nations first non~Profit,
educational and resource institute dedicated to rcParing Pcoplc
fora comPassionate, holistic aPProach to cncLoilifc that includes
natural death care and 1Camil5~directed home funerals. [t has now
become a movement.

QOurwork serves the needs of community members who come from a
variety of cultural, economic and rcligious Pcrspcctivcs.

Our educational program teaches the Practiccs of conscious dging,
end-of-life doula work, the art of death midwhccrg, home funeral
guidancc and ccologica”g sound oPtions for clisposition.



¢

History of [uneral T radition in America

UP until the ear]g 1 900s,
families cared for their loved
ones at the time of death

Families washed, anointed, -

and dressed the bodg

Families conducted

ceremonies at home

| oved ones were buried in

churchgard or{:amilg cemetery



l._u-

Homc funerals

+ are conducted bg Familg

and communitg

+ take Placc in the home

+ allow extended time with
thc dcceascd

+ are conducted with no
invasive Proccdurcs

+ involve Familg in burial or
witncssing cremation

¢ encourage green and
sustainable oPtions

Home Funerals vs. Convcntional |

e d

= unerals

Convcntional funerals

¢ are conductccl bg {:uneral
director

+ take Placc ina mortuary

+ time with deceased is limited
and cost bg thc hour

+ embalm with toxic
chemicals

. emplog staff to handle

care and disPosition

+ donot nccessari13 know of
or ogcrgrccn oPtions



;F:acts About Homc Funerals

o [Jome funerals are legal in all states

. Funeral directors must be involved in

10 states
S Emba]ming is not lcga”g requirecl in any state

o Deceased can remain in the home for a wake
or vigi] for extended Pcriocls in all states

o Caskets and the home may be Pcrsonalized to reflect

beliefs and values



aamand

~uneral?

Families ...

. Plan and carry out thcirown af:tcr-
death rituals and ceremonies

+ prepare the bodg for lging in honor
¢ create ways to express their gric{:

+ file their own Paperwor!(
* transPort thc dcccased

+ facilitate the final disposition



;F:uncra] (Huides

educate families about their
]cga] and innate rights to hold
home funerals

facilitate maximum involvement
of families and their social
nctwork

teach families how to prepare
and carry out a home funeral
according to state laws

offer education to the
communitg about home
funerals and green burial



CooPcrating with Pusinesses & Authorities

* ortuarics

S Hospices
S Hospitals

o Seniorfacilities



Other HclPFUI Pusinesses

o (rematoriums or

cemeteries

S usinesses that se

drg ice

+ *Pusinesses that sell

bioc]cgradablc

caskcts or shrouds



;F:iling Fa!:)crwork T hemselves




Frc!:)aring for Lﬂing in [Jonor




Natural Death Care







,ix!:)rcss (arief




Includi ng (hildren




@% Saging Goodbgc




€ A Familg may choose to shroud their beloved®




é%‘ Dccorating (_askets as Art Thcrapy




~riends Decorate Annie’ s (asket




ér% Fafﬂtfﬂg the Mastcrl:)iccc







Dccorating in Dccoupagc




(_asket Faintings !:)3 Libby, Jodg’ S Daughtcr

[nside | id Qutside | id




Familg Ritual of Casketing




n Jra nsPorting the ?50&9




,,c,% Deané& Sarah do American Gothic




é[% Sarah Riding to the (_rematorium in 51:3]6




@,[% FrcParing to] et (Ho







;F:uncra]s with Careen |

. Families who choose to have a home
funeral with a burial will usua”g opt

fora green burial.

S Theg choose natural death care in
behalf of the earth as well as their
beloved who will be interred.

S Theg like to be involved in the rituals
to the very end.

S Theg will lower the bodg themselves
and fill in the grave.



~ather at his Daughter’ s (qrave
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Friends




€ [Participating in the PDuria







Freparing forthe T nd of | ife

. Complctc your advance directives and encourage 3ourwcamilg and

communitg to do the same

+ [ ducate 3ourscl{: and others on the toPics of conscious dging,
home funerals and green burial. www.ﬁnalPassages.org

+ Pecome a member of the National [ Jome Funeral A"iancc

(NHF/A\) Thc NHFA has biennial conferences.

www.homemcunerala”iance.org “nhte J

o | ook for andjoin a Funeral (Consumers Alliance (FCA) in your

area. The F A has biennial conferences. www.funerals.org



http://www.finalpassages.org
http://www.homefuneralalliance.org/
http://www.funerals.org

@) Trainings & Workshops

Frepare and support individuals
HC]P cxPlorc fears and concerns

T each legal & Practical processes
& Procedures

Teach cco—-f:ricndlg and
affordable choices & methods

Offerinstruction on Plannimg,
carrying out and guiding Familg~

directed home funerals

IF ducate about ritual and
ceremony that suPPort healing



IMAGINE...

T:acing death with far fewerfears

A funeral ceremony bcing held in a home or a Privatc, intimate setting; a”owing
fora longcr and more Pcrsonal gooclbge

Bodies bcing rcsPccH:ullg cared for bg Familg and friends and not strangers
Familg and friends clccorating or building a casket as a hcaling act of love
E_nvironmcnta”y conscious final clisPosition

Cl’)ilclrcn lcarning that death is a natural part of the life cyclc by bcing present

cluring home funerals

Knowing about affordable oPtions comParcd to conventional choices



Founder & [T xecutive Director

Fina] Fassagcs
5cbastol:>o|, CA
Foundcd n 1995

www.ﬂnalpassagcs.org
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