
 

 

 
Conference Schedule  

 

End of Life Symposium  
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021 
 
8:00 - 8:50 AM   REGISTRATION / BREAKFAST  
 

8:55 - 9:10 AM  Welcome & Announcements 
   Chandana Banerjee, MD, MPA  
 
9:10 – 9:20 AM  Opening Remarks 

Steven T. Rosen, MD  
 

9:20 – 9:45AM  Introduction to City of Hope & End of Life History & Keynote Introduction 
Vijay Trisal,  MD, FACS  

    
9:45 - 10:15 AM  Keynote Lecture 

Betty Ferrell, PhD, FAAN, FPCN  
 
10:15 – 10:45 AM  Prognostication  

Christian T. Sinclair, MD  
 

10:45 -11: 15  Advance Care Planning    
Michael Hochman, MD, MPH  
 

11:15 -11:30 AM  REFRESHMENT BREAK/ EXHIBITS OPEN 
 
11:30 – 12:00PM  Cultural Aspects at the End of Life  

Alan Elbaum, MD Candidate  
 

12:00 -12:30 PM  Delivering End of Life News  
Stephen J. Forman, MD  

 
12:30 – 1:00  The Role of Hospice  

Yelena Zatulovsky, LCAT, LPMT, MA, MT-BC, CCLS, HPMT  
 
1:00-2:00 PM  LUNCH  

Humanties Video & Photography Exhibit 
Amanda Villegas  

 
2:00 -2:45 PM  Pediatric End of Life Care 
   Glen Komatsu, MD 
 
2:45 – 3:30 PM Geriatric End of Life Care 

Susan  Elizabeth Wang, MD, FAAHPM  
 
3:30 PM-3:45 PM  REFRESHMENT BREAK/ EXHIBITS OPEN  
 
3:45 – 4:15 PM  The Actively Dying Patient 

Purvi Patel, MD  
 
4:15 – 5:00 PM                          Palliative Sedation, Compassionate Extubation & VSED 

Sorin Buga, MD, FACP  
 
5:00    Adjourn  
 
5:00-5:45                                    Q&A | Humanties Video & Photography Exhibit |Optional  

Amanda Villegas          
      

                



 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021 
 
8:00 - 8:30 AM   REGISTRATION / BREAKFAST  
 

8:30 – 8:40 AM  Announcements 
   Chandana Banerjee, MD, MPA  
 
8:40-8:45 AM  Keynote Introduction 

Steven T. Rosen, MD 
 
8:45 – 9:15 AM  Keynote 2  

Azra Raza, MD  
 

9:15– 9:45 AM  Patient/Family Voices  
   Blanca Rivas LCSW, ACPH-SW  

Victoria Ramirez, LCSW, ACHP-SW  
 

9:45 – 10:15 AM  Grief & Bereavement 
   Kimberly Shapiro, MD  

 
10:15 -10:30 AM  REFRESHMENT BREAK/ EXHIBITS OPEN 
 
10:30 - 11:45 AM  Covid Perspectives Panel  

Satheesh Gunaga, DO, FACEP, FACOE  
Elizabeth Plemmons, MD, FACEP  
Thomas McKeown, MD, FACEP  

 
11:45 – 1:00 PM  Medical Aid in Dying Panel 

Kim Callinan, MPP, PMP  
David Grube, MD  
Susan Gess, PharmD, APhA  
Bonnie A. McKeegan, LCSW  

 
1:00-2:00 PM  LUNCH  

Humanties Video & Photography Exhibit 
Amanda Villegas  

 
2:00 – 3:00 PM  Religion & End of Life Practices   

Rev. Alice Cabotaje, MDiv, BCC, ACPE 
Rev. Longyun Shi, PhD, MDiv 
Robert Drake, MDiv,  

  
3:00 – 3:20 PM  Home Funerals (Present VIA Video) 
   Jerrigrace Lyons  
 
3:20 – 3:40 PM  REFRESHMENT BREAK/EXHIBIT 
 
3:40 – 4:00 PM  The Death Doula 

Francesca Arnoldy, B.Sci. 
  
4:00 – 4:20 PM  The Green Burial 
   Sarah Hernandez, MD  
 
4:20-4:40 PM   The Living Wake 

   Stefanie Mooney, MD  
 
4:40 – 5:00 PM  Extraterestrial Burial 

   Eric Mecusker, DO  
 
5:00 PM    Adjourn 
 
5:30 to 7:30 Humanties Optional Movie Showing: Here Awhile & Q&A Following 

Csaba Mera, MD, FAAP, FRCPSC  
 
 
 



 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021 
 
8:00 – 8:45 AM   REGISTRATION / BREAKFAST  
 

8:45 - 9:00 AM  Welcome & Workshop Information 
   Chandana Banerjee, MD, MPA  
 
9:00 – 12:00 PM   Workshop 1: Medical Aid in Dying  
 

The aim of this workshop is to provide perspectives, insights and practice abilities of Medical Aid in Dying in 
end of life care as applicable to different terminal diagnoses and understand important perspectives of the 
prescribing and consulting physicians, pharmacist/pharmacology, clinical social work and the patient/physician 
navigator, psychotherapy and the all-important experience of the patient and loved ones of someone utilizing 
medical aid in dying. Exploration of how to better assist patients of different cultures with Medical Aid in 
Dying.  Special skills will be gained in medication regimens, effective communication skills with patients and 
families and particular attention will be paid to the important relative definitions, history, authorized 
jurisdictions, clinical competencies, barriers and ethics. 

 
Susan Gess, PharmD, APhA  
Bonnie A. McKeegan, LCSW  
David Grube, MD  
Victoria Ramirez, LCSW, ACHP-SW  

 
9:00 – 12:00 PM  Workshop 2: Communications & End of Life 

The aim of this workshop is to enhance understanding of the role that communication plays in palliative care 
for interdisciplinary healthcare clinicians. This workshop uses a combination of didactic lecture, vignettes, role 
play activities and group discussion to improve communication skills in multiple areas of care including 
physical, social, and spiritual needs.  

 
Betty Ferrell, PhD, FAAN, FPCN  
Haley Buller, MSHSC 
 

9:00 – 12:00  Workshop 3: Advance Care Planning & Goals of Care 
 

The role of advanced care planning and establishing goals of care extends across multiple medical specialties. 
We shall explore the many opportunities and tools available to foster these discussions in special patient 
populations and spur growth in new clinical settings. Special attention will be paid to the goal of bringing home 
new collaborative opportunities focused around geriatric dementia populations, Emergency Departments and 
capturing billing opportunities and revenue generation for your practice and health system.   In addition to 
understanding common language and forms like POLST/MOLST and DNR, you will practice “Working Through 
Wishes” steps in advance care planning as well as specific Advance Directive tools for dementia care planning. 

 
 

Satheesh Gunaga, DO, FACEP, FACOE  
Francesca Arnoldy, B.Sci.  
Matt Whitaker, MTS, MT-BC  

 
12:00 PM   Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


